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River cruising is a fast-growing market, with more and more passengers from the UK trying it out. 
This increase in numbers has let to a greater choice of river cruise lines, with ever expanding fleets of 
ships, ranging from 3 star to premium class. 
 
It is now possible to book a river cruise on the Rhine and its tributaries, the Danube, the Douro, the 
Rhone/Saone, the Elbe, the Seine, the Douro, the Russian Waterways, the Ukraine, the Mekong, the 
Nile and the Yangtze. You can also take a river cruise on the Thames and on the Caledonian Canal 
in Scotland. 
 

 
 
Ama Waterways is the premier river cruise line on Europe’s Danube, Rhine, Main, Mosel and Rhone 
rivers, and they also offer a range of river cruises in Russia and on the Mekong. Known for its custom 
designed ships, extensive complimentary amenities and personalised service levels, Ama Waterways 
consistently leads the way in river cruising. 
 
There are 10 ships in the fleet, ranging from La Marguerite at 235 foot long, and carrying 92 
passengers, up to the AmaKatarina which is 443 foot long and carries 212 passengers. The ships 
offer spacious well appointed cabins, exceptional cuisine with complimentary wine, beer and soft 
drinks at dinner, and included in the price you get complimentary daily excursions with 
knowledgeable tour guides. 
 
Although their brochure shows ‘cruise only’, they can be packaged with flights and transfers. 
 

   
 
Titan’s Elegant River Cruises, in partnership with Uniworld, combines the pleasure of discovering a 
multitude of different destinations with the exquisite accommodations, award winning hospitality and 
world class cuisine of a five-star boutique hotel. 
 
Their fleet of 14 ships ranges from the River Saigon (launches 2012) at 168 foot long and carrying 60 
passengers, up to the Antoinette at 443 foot long, carrying 164 passengers. They offer world class 
cuisine rated ‘top in dining’ by Zagat, and luxuriously appointed river view staterooms with floor to 
ceiling marble bathrooms. Onboard you receive world class dining, and free wine, beer and soft 
drinks with dinner (and with lunch on many of their ships). A range of escorted excursions is also 
included. 
 
Prices include return flights, resort transfers and the Titan VIP Home Departure Service.  
 

 
 
Tauck operates 4 custom designed riverboats, which are all 361 foot long and carry 118 passengers. 
They offer a premium holiday experience, and include private shore excursions, gratuities, meals at 
selected local restaurants and special venues. Onboard you receive soft drinks all day, wine with 
dinner, beer with lunch and dinner. Their boats cruise the Rhone, Saone, Danube, Maine, Rhine, 
Moselle and Maas rivers. 
 
Although their brochure shows ‘cruise only’, they can be packaged with flights and transfers. 



Page 2 of 3 

 
 
Avalon is recognised as one of the leading names in luxury river cruises, and boasts the youngest 
fleet of ships on Europe’s rivers, as well as the largest staterooms with a standard of service and fine 
dining which is unrivalled. 
 
The fleet consists of 13 ships, with the smallest being Avalon Angkor at 131 foot long, carrying 32 
passengers, up to Avalon Tranquillity and Avalon Imagery which are 443 foot long and carry 170 
passengers. At a minimum of 172 square feet, the staterooms are the largest in the industry, and 
most feature French balconies. Avalon Panorama was the first ‘Suite ship’ and will be joined by 
Avalon Vista and Avalon Visionary in 2012. 
 
Prices include exclusive private door-to-door transfers, flights, resort transfers, complimentary wine, 
beer, and soft drinks with dinner, complimentary teas and coffees all day, onboard gratuities, and a 
range of escorted excursions. 
 

 
 
Viking River Cruises explores the world’s most spectacular waterways in the ultimate comfort and 
style. Personal attention is paid to every detail on Viking’s expanding fleet of vessels, all designed to 
be relaxing and informal. Meals using locally sourced food, fantastic service, educational excursions 
and impeccable rooms set Viking apart from the rest on the river. They offer river cruises in Europe, 
Russia and Asia. 
 
Viking will have over 20 ships by 2012, ranging in size from the RV Tonle at 180 foot long carrying 66 
passengers, up to the new Viking longships which 443 foot long, and carry 190 passengers. Some 
ships feature the Explorer suites, the largest river cruise suites, which have a separate living room, 
bedroom, bathroom and wraparound veranda with 270-degree views.  
 
Prices include return flights, or the option of Eurostar on some departures, resort transfers, free wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, and a range of escorted excursions. 
 

 
 
A long established and unique brand of discovery cruising for the discerning traveller, offering 
carefully designed shore excursion programmes and eminent Swan Hellenic guest speakers, whose 
talks will unlock the secrets of each fascinating river. 
 
There are 3 ships of a similar size, with the largest being A-Rosa Brava at 135 foot long and taking 
202 passengers. 
 
Prices include return flights and resort transfers, talks by selected guest speakers, a full programme 
of tailor made excursions, all gratuities both onboard and ashore, open sitting dining for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 
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Discover Egypt is part of the All Leisure Group, and offers Nile cruises on quality boats, as well as 
cruise and stay options. The cruises usually run from Luxor to Aswan and back, and you can add a 
few days in Cairo if you wish to. 
 
The main boats used by Discover Egypt are the 5 star Viking Princess with 49 cabins, the 5 star 
superior Royal Ruby with 66 cabins, the 5 star deluxe Royal Viking with 68 cabins, and the 5 star 
Luxury Alexander The Great with just 30 cabins.  
 
Prices include return flights, resort transfers, 7 night full board cruise, and 10 excursions escorted by 
a fully qualified Egyptologist. 
 

 
 
Red Sea Holidays offer a full range of Nile cruises, which can be combined with tours of Egypt, and 
hotel stays at various places in Egypt, including the Red Sea resorts, Cairo or Luxor.  
 
They have 3 boats which are the 4 star Grand Star, the 4 star Grand Preziosa and the 5 star Grand 
Rose. The Grand Preziosa and the Grand Rose are ‘All Inclusive’ boats, so you receive locally 
produced beers, wines, spirits and soft drinks included in the price. You can also choose ‘All 
Inclusive’ hotels when booking a cruise and stay holiday. 
 
Prices include return flights, resort transfers, 7 night full board cruise, and 10 excursions escorted by 
a fully qualified Egyptologist. 
 

 
 
Shearings provides relaxing cruises full of entertainment and shared by like-minded travellers on 
small, friendly ships that take customers into the heart of their ports of call, giving them the chance to 
get closer to their destinations.  
 
The Shearings fleet consists of 4 friendly 3 star and 4 star ships, Da Vinci with 110 passengers, 
Rotterdam with 109 passengers, Virginia with 107 passengers and Esmeralda with 126 passengers.  
 
There are three travel options – by air direct from more than 20 regional airports, by coach from more 
than 190 local joining points across the UK, and by rail with Eurostar. 
 

 
 
The River Cruise Line offers a number of itineraries across Europe and beyond. A number of ships 
are used in Europe, including the mps Lady Anne, which is a favourite of many British river cruisers, 
as well as the mps Amsterdam, ms Princess and the ms Switzerland I. 
 
Travel options vary by departure date and include flying, Eurostar and coach travel from pick-up 
points around the UK or from various UK ferry ports. 


